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December 19, 2013 
 
Jack Keener 
de maximis, inc.  
1322 Scott St., Suite 104 
San Diego, CA 92106 
 
 
Subject: Request for Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. 2013 Supplemental 104(e) Responses 
 
Dear Mr. Keener: 
 

In response to your request to Keith Olinger, the enclosed CD contains documents 
submitted on behalf of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. in response to the United State 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (“USEPA’s”) May 29, 2013 104(e) Information Request 
letter.  The following documents are provided on the enclosed CD: 

 
 Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. July 29, 2013 104(e) Response to EPA’s May 29, 

2013 Information Request.  The response consists of a cover letter and a 178-
page “Appendix of Responsive Documents.” 
 

 Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. August 29, 2013 Supplemental 104(e) Response to 
EPA’s May 29, 2013.  The response consists of a cover letter and a four-page 
attachment.  

 
Please note that USEPA is unable to provide supplemental materials submitted to it 

by Paladin Law Group LLP on behalf of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. via email on August 1, 
2013.  While these documents were submitted in response to USEPA’s May 29, 2013, they 
have been determined to be confidential and non-releasable.  
 
 Please contact Keith Olinger at (415) 972-3125 or olinger.keith@epa.gov if you have 
any questions concerning this matter. 
 
 
 
 
Twohy Murray, Deputy Project Manager 
Toeroek Associates, Inc. 
 
cc:  Keith Olinger, U.S. EPA Case Developer 
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PALADIN LAW GROUP® LLP 
Generating Professional: 
Bret A. Stone, Santa Barbara Office 
BStone@PaladinLaw.com 

 
 

July 29, 2013 
 
 

Via E-Mail 
 
Keith Olinger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
 Re: 104(e) Request for Information to Angeles Chemical Co, Inc. – Omega Superfund Site 
  Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. Facility, 8915 Sorenson Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 
   
Dear Mr. Olinger: 
 
 In a letter dated May 29, 2013, the EPA requested, per CERCLA Section 104(e), that Angeles 
Chemical Co., Inc. (“Angeles”) respond to several questions concerning 8915 Sorenson Avenue, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA (the “Property”).  Prior to the original response deadline, Angeles obtained a 30 day extension 
of time, and, thus, the new deadline became July 29, 2013.  This letter is Angeles’ response to the EPA’s 
request  
 
 Angeles’ responses include descriptions of corporate records and other proprietary information, 
Angeles respectfully requests that this letter be treated as confidential and not made available to the public.  
We also recognize, of course, that this information may need to be made available to EPA’s contractors 
(listed in your Enclosure A) and we ask that it be held in confidence by these parties as well.  
 
 Furthermore, Angeles’ response to EPA’s question no. 3 and a portion of its response to question no. 
6 are withheld on the basis that each are confidential and privileged.  Angeles is aware of the EPA’s 
requirements for withholding confidential and/or privileged information.  Angeles will provide all 
supplemental information necessary to demonstrate that the information and related documents meet the 
criteria set out by the EPA.  If you have any questions regarding our request for confidentiality or privilege, 
please immediately contact me. 
 
 The following answers are responsive to the EPA’s requests: 
 

1. State the full legal name, address, telephone number, positions(s) held by, and tenure of, the 
individual(s) answering any of these questions on behalf of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. concerning 
the matters set forth herein. 
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Angeles Response to No. 1:   
 
John G. Locke, 21 E. Carrillo Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101, (805) 898-9700.  Mr. Locke has 
held the position of President since the creation of Angeles Chemical, which began in 1972. 
 

2. Identify and provide copies of all property, pollution, casualty, environmental and/or liability 
insurance policies, and any other insurance contracts referencing the Property or facilities located at 
the Property, held by Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. from the time Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. began 
operations at, or assumed ownership of (whichever occurred earlier), the Property until the present. 
In identifying such policies, state: 
 

a. The name and address of each insurer and of the insured; 
b. The type of policy and policy numbers; 
c. The effective dates for each policy; 
d. The per occurrence policy limits of each policy; 
e. A description of the insured’s efforts to file any claims relating to soil and/or groundwater 

contamination at the Property, under each policy, as well as the outcome of such efforts; and 
f. Identify all insurance brokers or agents who placed insurance for you at any time during the 

investigation period you identify above. Identify by name and title, if known, individuals at 
the agency or brokerage most familiar with your property, pollution and/or liability insurance 
program and the current whereabouts of each individual, if known. 

 
Angeles Response to No. 2: 
 
1. 2a:  Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company (“Fireman’s Fund”), 777 San Marin Drive, Novato, CA 

94998, includes: 
 
2b-d: 

i. Policy No. 9, for the period January 1, 1978 to January 1, 1979.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

ii. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1979 to January 1, 1982.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

iii. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1982 to January 1, 1985.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

iv. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1985 to January 1, 1986.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

v. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1986 to January 1, 1987.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

vi. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1984 to January 1, 1987.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

Other Confidential

Other Confidential

Other Confidential

Other Confidential

Other Confidential

Other Confidential



Keith Olinger 
July 29, 2013 
Page 3 of 5 
 
 
 

vii. Policy No. for the period January 1, 1987 to January 1, 1988.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

viii. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1988 to January 1, 1989.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

ix. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1987 to January 1, 1988.  This 
policy is a General Liability – Claims-made policy. 

x. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1988 to January 1, 1989.  This 
policy is a General Liability – Claims-made policy. 
 

2e:  On March 12, 2012, Angeles tendered claims on Policy  
, which are each referenced above.  On July 1, 2013, 

Fireman’s Fund filed a lawsuit for declaratory relief against Angeles regarding the tendered 
claims (Los Angeles Superior Court, Case No. BC513736).   

 
2f:  Max Behm & Associates, Inc. 

 
2. 2a: Great American Surplus Lines, P.O. Box 5370, Cincinnati, OH 45201-5370 

 
2b-2d: 

i. Policy No.  for the period November 1, 1976 to November 1, 1977. This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

ii. Policy No.  for the period March 18, 1978 to January 1, 1979.  This is an 
umbrella liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

iii. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1979 to January 1, 1980.  This is an 
umbrella liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

iv. Policy No.  January 1, 1980 to January 1, 1981.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

v. Policy No.  January 1, 1981 to January 1, 1982.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $4 million. 

vi. Policy No.  January 1, 1983 to January 1, 1984.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $4 million. 
 

2e: On March 12, 2012, Angeles tendered claims on Policy Nos.:  
 which are each referenced above. 

 
2f:  Max Behm & Associates, Inc.; H&W Insurance Services 
 

3. EPA information indicates that in the matter of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc., et al. v. McKesson Corp., 
et. al. a $4.55 million settlement was agreed to between the parties, including Angeles Chemical Co., 
Inc., as set forth in a Settlement Agreement effective January 5, 2010. State the amount Angeles 
Chemical Co., Inc. received from the allocation of settlement proceeds and provide information as to 
how the settlement proceeds have been spent or plan to be used. 
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Angeles Response to No. 3: 
 
The contents of this agreement are confidential and privileged and Angeles will provide a 
supplemental document demonstrating its confidential and privileged nature. 
 

4. Provide an estimate of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc.’s current and recent annual revenues for the past 
five years. Provide documentation evidencing such revenues. 
 
Angeles Response to No. 4: 
 
Fiscal Year: 
2009-2010:   
2010-2011:   
2011-2013:  No revenue due to close of operations. 
 

5. Provide an estimate of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc.’s current assets. Provide documentation 
evidencing such assets. 
 
Angeles Response to No. 5: 
 
Angeles current assets are approximately    
 

6. Describe any agreement, whether written or verbal, to which Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. is a party 
concerning the environmental conditions, cleanup or remediation of the Property. Include a 
description of any ongoing obligations related to the Property. As part of your response, describe 
each part of the agreement not in writing; provide the name, address and telephone number of each 
person agreeing to that provision; and provide the date that part of the agreement was made. Provide 
any documents evidencing such an agreement. 
 
Angeles Response to No. 6: 

 
a. Agreement between Angeles, John G. Locke (“Mr. Locke”), the Estate of Janyce B. Locke 

(the “Estate”) and Greve Financial Services, Inc. (“Greve”), on the one hand, and the 
McKesson Corporation (“McKesson”), Harvey Sorkin, the Estate of Seymour Maslin, and the 
Estate of Paul Maslin, on the other.  The agreement became effective on January 5, 2010.  
The contents of this agreement are confidential and privileged and Angeles will provide a 
supplemental document demonstrating its confidential and privileged nature. 

b. Partial Consent Order entered between Mr. Locke, Angeles, and the Estate, on one hand, and 
the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (“DTSC”), on the other.  The 
agreement was entirely in writing and became operative on January 20, 2010.  All obligations 
regarding this agreement have been fulfilled.  Parties with knowledge of this agreement 
include: 

i. L, R. & B., 8915 Sorensen Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
ii. Mr. John G. Locke,  

iii. Mr. Robert Berg,  
Privacy Act

Privacy Act

Other Confidential

Other Confidential

Other Confidential



Keith Olinger 
July 29, 2013 
Page 5 of 5 
 
 
 

iv. Mrs. Donna Berg,  
v. Mr. Arnold Rosenthal,  

vi. Mrs. Pearl Rosenthal,  
c. Agreements exist between Angeles, Mr. Locke, and the Estate, on the one hand, and Greve, 

on the other.  The contents of these agreements are confidential and privileged and Angeles 
will provide a supplemental document demonstrating its confidential and privileged nature. 
 

If you would like to discuss this matter in further detail, please do not hesitate to call. 
 

       Very truly yours, 

      By: S 
       Bret A. Stone 
       PALADIN LAW GROUP® LLP 
 

Enclosures: 
Appendix of responsive documents 
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July 29, 2013 

Attn: Keith Olinger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
Re: CERCLA 104(e) Request for Information to Angeles Chemical Co, Inc. and John G. Locke     
 Omega Superfund Site 
 Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. Facility, 8915 Sorenson Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 
 

APPENDIX OF RESPONSIVE DOCUMENTS 

 

The following documents accompany both Angeles Chemical Co. (“Angeles”) and John G. 
Locke’s responses to the EPA’s 104(e) Request for Information. 

The documents are labeled according to their respective question number. Note, in order to avoid 
duplication, some of the documents are responsive to questions posed to both Angeles and Mr. 
Locke.  Additionally, some documents respond to multiple questions.  Each document is labeled 
accordingly. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL 

In the Matter of: 

Angeles Chemical Company, Inc., a 
California Corporation 
8915 Sorensen Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

l. R. & B., a Joint Venture 
8915 Sorensen Avenue 
San~ Fe Springs, CA 90670 

Mr. John G. Locke 
20449 Rancho Los Cerritos 
Covina, CA 91724 

Mrs. Janyce B. Locke 
20449 Rancho Los Cerritos 
Covina, CA 91724 

Mr. Robert 0 . Berg 
93-A 
Surfside, CA 90743 

Mrs. Donna Berg 
93-A 
Surfside, CA 90743 

Mr. Amold Rosenthal 
838 North Doheny Drive 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

Mrs. Pearl Rosenthal 
838 North Doheny Drive 
West HoRywood, CA 90069 

1 

Docket No. I&SIE 92/93-012 

IMMINENT OR SUBSTANTIAL 
ENDANGERMENT ORDER; 
PARTIAL CONSENT ORDER 

Heatth and Safety Code 
Section 25358.3(aX1) 

Question 6b – Angeles Chemical; Question 4b – Locke000001



The State Department of Toxic Substances Control (Department) and 

Angeles Chemical Company, Inc., John G. Locke and the Estate of Janyce B. Locke 

(hereinafter referred to as Settling Respondents) enter into this Partial Consent Order 

{Consent Order) and agree as follows: 

1. INTRODUCTION 

On or about February 10, 1993 the Department issued an Imminent or 

Substantial Endangerment Order, Docket No. I&S/E 92193-012 (I&SIE Order) to Settling 

Respondents and other responsible parties. 

2. I&SIE ORDf;R 

The I&S/E Order concerns the property located at the former Angeles Chemical 

Company, Inc. facility, 8915 Sorensen Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, California 90670, and 

the areal extent of contamination that resulted from activities on the property {Site). The 

I&S/E Order alleges that Settling Respondents a re responsible persons at this Site and 

that there has been a release or threatened release of hazardous substances at the Site 

which may present an imminent or substantial endangerment to the public health or 

welfare or to the environment. The I&S/E Order also alleges that the SettJing 

Respondents are responsible for taking response actions at the Site and for paying the 

costs incurred by the Department at the Site. 

3. JURISDICTION 

Jurisdiction exists pursuant to HeaHh and Safety Code section 

25358.3(a)(1 }. 

4. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTED CLAIMS 

2 
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4.1 This Consent Order was negotiated and exeGuted by the Department 

and Settling Respondents in good faith to avoid prolonged and complicated litigation 

and to further the pubUc interest 

4.2 This Consent Order represents a fair, reasonable and equitable 

settlement of the matters addressed herein. For the purpose of this Consent Order, 

Settling Respondents admit none of the allegations of the I&SIE Order. Nothing in this 

Consent Order shall be construed as an admission by Settling Respondents of any 

violation of law. or of any issue of law or fact, and except as specifically provided for 

herein, nothing in this Consent Order shall prejudice, waive, or impair any fight, remedy, 

or defense that Settling Respondents may have in this or In any ottler or further legal 

proceeding. 

5. HEARING WAIVER 

Settling Respondents waive any right to a hearing on this Consent Order. 

6. SETILfiMENT 

6.1 Settling Respondents have submitted financial statements and other 

financial information to the Department concerning Settling Respondents' financial 

ability. Based on the Department's review of this financial information, the Department 

agrees to enter into this settlement as provided herein. Settling Respondents agree to 

pay to the Department, and shall be liable for7 the total sum of $150,000.00, for the 

Department's past response costs incurred at the Site. The settlement sum shall be 

paid by Settling Respondents to the Department in one installment and received by the 

Department on or prior to thirty (30) days after the operative date of this Consent Order. 
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6.2 Sett1ing Respondents shall pay the amount set forth in Paragraph 6.1 

above by cashiers check made out to the California Department of Toxic Substances 

Control and identified with the docket number of this case and Site Code No. 300301. 

Payment shall be mailed to: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Cashier~ Hazardous Substance Account 
P.O. Box806 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 

A copy of the ched<(s) shall be mailed to: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Attn: Richard Sherwood, Assistant Cnief Cou!'lsel .. 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento. CA 95812...0806 

7. COVENANT NOT TO SUt; 

7.1 In consideration of the payment that Wtll be made by Settling 

Respondents under the terms of this Consent Order and subject to Paragraph B 

(Departmenfs Reservation of Rights), the Deparbnent covenants not to sue or to take 

any other further civil or administrative action (collectively "Covenant Not to Sue") 

against Angeles Chemical Company_ Inc., Mr. John G. Locke, the Estate of Janyce 8. 

Locke, Pearl Rosenthal, Arnold Rosenthal, Robert Berg and Donna Berg for "Matters 

Addressed." "Matters Addressed" shall mean any and all civil liability for reimbursement 

of all or any portion of the Department's past "response costs," as that term is used in 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (42 

U.S. C. §§9601 et seq.) (CERCLA) and defined in 42 U.S. C. section 9601(25) and in the 
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Carpenter-Presley-Tanner Hazardous Substance Account Act (Health & Saf. Code §§ 

25300 et seq.), with regard to releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances 

at, about or from the Site as alleged in the I&SE Order. "Past response costs" means 

response costs that were incurred by the Department at the Site on or before November 

30,2009. 

7.2 This Covenant Not to Sue extends only to Angeles Chemical 

Company, Inc., Mr. John G. locke, the Estate of Janyce B. Locke, , Peart Rosenthal, 

Arnold Rosenthal, Robert Berg and Donna Berg and does not extend to any other 

person. This Covenant Not to Sue Is conditioned upon the satisfactory performance by 

Settling Respondents of their obligations under this Consent Order and shall not take 

effect until Settling Respondents have made the payment to the Department required in 

Paragraph 6.1 of this Consent Order. 

7.3 Settling Respondents covenant not to sue, and agree not to assert 

any claims or causes of action against the Department, or its contractors or employees, 

for '-Matters Addressed." 

6. DEPARTMENT'S RESERVATION OF RIGHTS 

8.1 The Covenant Not to Sue set forth in Paragraph 7 above does not 

pertain to the following matters, which the Department reserves, and this Consent Order 

is without prejudice to all rights and claims of the Department against Settling 

Respondents with respect to the following: 

(a} failure of Settling Respondents to meet aH the requirements of this 
Consent Older, including but not limited to making timely payment 
under Paragraph 6.1; 
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(b) damage to natural resources. as defined in Section 101(6) of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. section 9601(6), including all costs incurred by 
any natural resources trustees; 

(c) criminalliability; 

(d) any response costs incurred by the Department at the Site after 
November 30, 2009. 

8.2 Exoept as expressly provided in this Consent Order, nothing in this 

Consent Order is intended nor shall it be construed to preclude the Department from 

exercising its authority under any law. statute or regulation. Furthermore. nothing in this 

Consent Order is intended, nor shall it be construed, to preclude any other state 

agency, department, board or entity or any federal entity from exercising its authority 

under any law, statute or regulation. 

8.3 Notwithstanding any other provision in this Consent Order, the 

Department reserves all its rigtrts agajnst Settling Respondents, Including but not limited 

to the right to declare this Consent Order null and void, and to institute any action 

against Settling Respondents if the financial statements or financial lnfonnation 

provided to the Department by Settling Respondents are false, misleading, contain 

fraudulent statements, or are incomplete in any material respect. 

9. CONTRIBUTION PROTECTION 

9.1 Nothing in this Consent Order shall be construed to create any rights 

in, or grant any cause of action to, any person not a party to this Consent Order. Each 

of the parties to this Consent Order expressly reserves all rights (including, but not 

limited to, any right to contribution, Indemnification and/or reimbursement), defenses, 

claims, remedies, demands, and causes of action which each party may have with 
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respect to any matter, transaction, or occurrence relating In any way to the Site against 

any person not a party hereto. However, the amounts paid by Settling Respondents to 

the Department as required in Paragraph 6.1· shall reduce the potential liability of other 

responsible parties for the past response costs incurred by the Department at the Srte 

by the amount received by the Department. 

9.2 By this Consent Order, Settling Respondents have resolved their 

liability to the Department for the Oepartmenfs past response costs at the Site and it is 

the intent of the parties that Settling Respondents not be liable for claims or actions 

regarding the ''Matters Addressed" InclUding all actions and claims for contribution, 

indemnity, cost recovery and/or request$ for apportionment of liability. Settling 

Respondents are entitled to protection from actions and claims as provided by CERCLA 

section 113(f)(2), 42 U.S.C. section 9613(f)(2), for •Matters Addressedq (as defined 

hereinabove). 

9.3 The protection provided for in Paragraph 9.2. and the Covenant not 

to Sue as noted in Paragraph 7.2, shall not take effect until the Effective Date. The 

Effective Date shall be determined by the date on which the Oepartr11~nt is in reveipt vf 

the payment required by this Consent Order. 

10. NO WAIVER QF RIGHT TO ENFORCE 

The failure of the Department to enforce any provision of this Consent 

Order shall in no way be deemed a waiver of such provision, or in any way affect the 

validity of this Consent Order. The failure of the Department to enforce any such 
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provision shall not preclude it from later enforcing the same or any other provision of 

this Consent Order. 

11. MODI FICA TJON OF CONSENT ORDER 

This Consent Order may be modified upon the written approval of the 

parties hereto. 

12. APPLICATION OF CONSENT ORDER 

This Consent Order shall apply to and be binding upon the Department 

and upon Settling Respondents and their directors. officers, owners, principals, 

employees and agents and the successors or assigns of any of them. 

13. ATTORNEYS' FEES AND COSTS 

Each party to this Consent Order shall bear its own costs and attorneys' fees. 

This paragraph shall have no effect on the Department's or Settling Respondents' rights 

to recover these costs and fees from any other party. 

14. AUTHORITY TO ENTER 

Each signatory to this Consent Order certifies that he or she is fully 

authorized by the party he or she represents to enter into this Consent Order. to 

execute it on behalf of the party represented and legally to bind that party. 

15. INTEGRATION 

This Consent Order constitutes the entire agreement between the parties 

and may not be amended, supplemented, or modified, except as prtMded in this 

Consent Order. 

8 

Question 6b – Angeles Chemical; Question 4b – Locke000008



16. NOTICES 

Any notice required or given pursuant to this Consent Order shall be 

provided by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the following addresses: 

If to the Department: 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Attn: S. Steven Hariri 
Senior Hazardous Substances Engineer 
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 

With a copy to: 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Attn: Richard Sherwood, Assistant Chief Counsel 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 

If to Respondent: 

Mr. John G. Locke 
20449 Rancho Los Cerritos 
Covina, CA 91724 

With a copy to: 
Mr. Jeffery L. Caufield 
Caufield & James, LLP 
2851 Camino Del Rio South, Suite 410 
San Diego, California 92108 

17. OPERATIVE DATE and PERFORMANCE DEADLINE 

The operative date of this Consent Order is the date it is signed by the 

Department, thereby binding Settling Respondents to perform the obligations set forth in 

this Consent Order. However, as noted above, the Covenant not to Sue and 
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Contribution Protection provided by this Consent Order shall not take effect until Settling 

Respondents have mad.e the payment required under Paragraph 6 of this Consent 

Order which shall be made on or prior to thirty (30) days after the operative date of this 

Consent Order. 

IT IS $0 AGREED. 

Dated: Ia -o1,_. ~ r 

oated:/8 ""'61 ~o1 
Estate of Janyce B. Locke 

By: 
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~ 

Dated: :J~, ~0, J0/0 

artment of Toxic Substances Control 
By:Mr. John Scandura 
Performance Manager 
Brownfields and Environmental 
Restoration Program 
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21 E. Carrillo Street        Santa Barbara, CA 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101       San Diego, CA 
Telephone (805) 898-9700       Walnut Creek, CA 
Facsimile (805) 880-0499       Washington, DC 
 
 

PALADIN LAW GROUP® LLP 
Generating Professional: 
Bret A. Stone, Santa Barbara Office 
BStone@PaladinLaw.com 

 
 

August 29, 2013 
 
 

Via E-Mail 
 
Stephen Berninger 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
 Re: 104(e) Request for Information to Angeles Chemical Co, Inc. – Omega Superfund Site 
  Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. Facility, 8915 Sorenson Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 
   
Dear Mr. Berninger: 
 
 In a letter dated May 29, 2013, the EPA requested, per CERCLA Section 104(e), that Angeles 
Chemical Co., Inc. (“Angeles”) respond to several questions concerning 8915 Sorenson Avenue, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA (the “Property”).  Prior to the original response deadline, Angeles obtained a 30 day extension of 
time, and, thus, the new deadline became July 29, 2013.   
 
 Angeles later supplemented his responses on August 1, 2013.  On August 16, 2013, Angeles received 
an email from Mr. Berninger regarding issues of confidentiality and attorney-client privilege.  Following this 
email, a series of emails and phone calls took place between Mr. Berninger and Angeles’ counsel in order to 
resolve the issues presented by the EPA.  Specifically, Question No. 3 regarding the proceeds of the McKesson 
Settlement.  This letter is now submitted with all supplemental responses, including the amounts responsive 
to Question No. 3.  It is anticipated that this information should resolve all outstanding issues with Angeles’ 
prior responses.  Please note, this letter includes an additional document accompanying Response 6(d).  All 
other accompanying documents have already been produced. 
 
 The following answers are responsive to the EPA’s requests: 
 

1. State the full legal name, address, telephone number, positions(s) held by, and tenure of, the 
individual(s) answering any of these questions on behalf of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. concerning the 
matters set forth herein. 
 
Response to No. 1:   
 
John G. Locke, 21 E. Carrillo Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101, (805) 898-9700.  Mr. Locke has held 
the position of President since the creation of Angeles Chemical, which began in 1972. 
 



Stephen Berninger 
August 29, 2013 
Page 2 of 5 
 
 
 

2. Identify and provide copies of all property, pollution, casualty, environmental and/or liability insurance 
policies, and any other insurance contracts referencing the Property or facilities located at the Property, 
held by Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. from the time Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. began operations at, or 
assumed ownership of (whichever occurred earlier), the Property until the present. In identifying such 
policies, state: 
 

a. The name and address of each insurer and of the insured; 
b. The type of policy and policy numbers; 
c. The effective dates for each policy; 
d. The per occurrence policy limits of each policy; 
e. A description of the insured’s efforts to file any claims relating to soil and/or groundwater 

contamination at the Property, under each policy, as well as the outcome of such efforts; and 
f. Identify all insurance brokers or agents who placed insurance for you at any time during the 

investigation period you identify above. Identify by name and title, if known, individuals at the 
agency or brokerage most familiar with your property, pollution and/or liability insurance 
program and the current whereabouts of each individual, if known. 

 
Response to No. 2: 
 
1. 2a:  Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company (“Fireman’s Fund”), 777 San Marin Drive, Novato, CA 

94998, includes: 
 
2b-d: 

i. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1978 to January 1, 1979.  This policy 
is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each occurrence. 

ii. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1979 to January 1, 1982.  This policy 
is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each occurrence. 

iii. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1982 to January 1, 1985.  This policy 
is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each occurrence. 

iv. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1985 to January 1, 1986.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

v. Policy No. , for the period January 1, 1986 to January 1, 1987.  This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

vi. Policy No. for the period January 1, 1984 to January 1, 1987.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

vii. Policy No. for the period January 1, 1987 to January 1, 1988.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

viii. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1988 to January 1, 1989.  This is 
a Property insurance policy. 

ix. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1987 to January 1, 1988.  This 
policy is a General Liability – Claims-made policy. 

x. Policy No. for the period January 1, 1988 to January 1, 1989.  This 
policy is a General Liability – Claims-made policy. 
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2e:  On March 12, 2012, Angeles tendered claims on Policy Nos.:  

 which are each referenced above.  On July 1, 2013, Fireman’s 
Fund filed a lawsuit for declaratory relief against Angeles regarding the tendered claims (Los 
Angeles Superior Court, Case No. BC513736).   

 
2f:  Max Behm & Associates, Inc. 

 
2. 2a: Great American Surplus Lines, P.O. Box 5370, Cincinnati, OH 45201-5370 

 
2b-2d: 

i. Policy No.  for the period November 1, 1976 to November 1, 1977. This 
policy is a Comprehensive General Liability policy, with limits of $500,000 each 
occurrence. 

ii. Policy No.  for the period March 18, 1978 to January 1, 1979.  This is an 
umbrella liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

iii. Policy No.  for the period January 1, 1979 to January 1, 1980.  This is an 
umbrella liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

iv. Policy No.  January 1, 1980 to January 1, 1981.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $2 million. 

v. Policy No.  January 1, 1981 to January 1, 1982.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $4 million. 

vi. Policy No.  January 1, 1983 to January 1, 1984.  This is an umbrella 
liability policy with limits of $4 million. 
 

2e: On March 12, 2012, Angeles tendered claims on Policy Nos.:  
, which are each referenced above.  Great 

American has denied coverage based on exhaustion of insurance funds. 
 

2f:  Max Behm & Associates, Inc.; H&W Insurance Services 
 

3. EPA information indicates that in the matter of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc., et al. v. McKesson Corp., 
et. al. a $4.55 million settlement was agreed to between the parties, including Angeles Chemical Co., 
Inc., as set forth in a Settlement Agreement effective January 5, 2010. State the amount Angeles 
Chemical Co., Inc. received from the allocation of settlement proceeds and provide information as to 
how the settlement proceeds have been spent or plan to be used. 
 
Response to No. 3: 
 
Two separate installments were received in the McKesson Settlement Agreement.  First, approximately 
$1.3 million was received by Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. (“Angeles”) and immediately disbursed to 
Greve Financial Services, Inc. to be used to remediate the Property. Second, approximately 
$2,349,198.50 was placed under the custody of Angeles on behalf of the company and Mr. Locke. 
 
Amounts incurred: 
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$452,803.00 – Income tax 
$374,028.04 – Legal and professional fees 
$206,443.81 – Market losses in investment account 
$150,000.00 – Oversight costs to DTSC 
Total:  $1,183,274.85 
 
Amounts in checking, savings, or investment accounts: 
$528,766.00– Merrill Lynch Cash (Investment account for remediation and miscellaneous related costs) 
$244,203.20 – Farmers & Merchant Bank (Savings account for indemnity obligations) 
$392,954.45 – Bank of the West (Checking account for remediation and miscellaneous related costs) 
Total:  $ 1,165,923.65 
 

4. Provide an estimate of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc.’s current and recent annual revenues for the past 
five years. Provide documentation evidencing such revenues. 
 
Response to No. 4: 
 
Fiscal Year: 
2009-2010:   
2010-2011:   
2011-2013:  No revenue due to close of operations. 
 

5. Provide an estimate of Angeles Chemical Co., Inc.’s current assets. Provide documentation evidencing 
such assets. 
 
Response to No. 5: 
 
Angeles current assets are approximately .   
 

6. Describe any agreement, whether written or verbal, to which Angeles Chemical Co., Inc. is a party 
concerning the environmental conditions, cleanup or remediation of the Property. Include a description 
of any ongoing obligations related to the Property. As part of your response, describe each part of the 
agreement not in writing; provide the name, address and telephone number of each person agreeing to 
that provision; and provide the date that part of the agreement was made. Provide any documents 
evidencing such an agreement. 
 
Response to No. 6: 

 
a. Agreement between Angeles, John G. Locke (“Mr. Locke”), the Estate of Janyce B. Locke (the 

“Estate”) and Greve Financial Services, Inc. (“Greve”), on the one hand, and the McKesson 
Corporation (“McKesson”), Harvey Sorkin, the Estate of Seymour Maslin, and the Estate of 
Paul Maslin, on the other.  The agreement became effective on January 5, 2010.  All obligations 
regarding this agreement have been fulfilled. 

b. Partial Consent Order entered between Mr. Locke, Angeles, and the Estate, on one hand, and 
the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (“DTSC”), on the other.  The 
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agreement was entirely in writing and became operative on January 20, 2010.  All obligations 
regarding this agreement have been fulfilled.  Parties with knowledge of this agreement include: 

i. L, R. & B., 8915 Sorensen Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
ii. Mr. John G. Locke,  

iii. Mr. Robert Berg,  
iv. Mrs. Donna Berg,  
v. Mr. Arnold Rosenthal,  

vi. Mrs. Pearl Rosenthal,  
c. A single agreement exists between Angeles, Mr. Locke, the Estate, and Greve.  The contents 

of this agreement are protected under the attorney-client privilege. 
d. Agreement between Angeles, Mr. Locke, and Greve.  This agreement became effective 

January 31, 2001.  This Agreement relates to (i) debits to a line of credit of Greve maintained 
at Farmers & Merchants Bank to facilitate remediation (exclusive of groundwater 
remediation) of the Property; and (ii) to create a vehicle by which groundwater remediation at 
the Property could be facilitated; all in connection with the acquisition by Greve of the 
Property. 
 

If you would like to discuss this matter in further detail, please do not hesitate to call. 
 

       Very truly yours, 

      By: S 
       Bret A. Stone 
       PALADIN LAW GROUP® LLP 
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AGREEMENT 

This Agreement is entered into as of this 31" day of january, 2001, by and 
between Greve Financial Services, Inc., a California corporation ("'Greve") and 
Angeles Chemica! Company, Inc., a California corporation ("Angeles"), relative 
to: (i) debits to a line of credit of Greve maintained at Farmers and Merchants 
Bank to facilitate remediation (exclusive of ground water remediation) of 
hereinbelow described Subject Property: and (U) to create a vehicle by which 
ground water remediation of hereinbelow described Subject property can be 
facilitated, all in connection with ihe acquisition by Greve of the Subject Properly 
pursuant to a Real Estate Purchase Agreement. 

WHEREAS, Greve is acquiring the real property commonly described as 
8915 Sorensen Avenue. Santa Fe Springs, California ("Subject Property"), legally 
,4,..,,.. ...... ;.h ..... r-t o...._ .-.H~I"horll="vhihit "A*' frnm Ancu~IP.S' Rn-' Ut;;;:;p.,.11UI:;OV Ill 0\\U'-'''V'-' ,__,.,_ • .,...,..~ • • 1 .,...,,,. • ··•;::;,-'•-''-> -· _(J 

VVHEREAS. as a component of the purchase price certain environmental 
remediation work is required to be perlonned upon the Subject Propert;' at the 
expense of Greve; and 

WHEREAS, Greve has arranged for a line of credit in the amount oi not 
!ess lhan Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) ("Remediation Line") 
from Farmers and ~ ... 4erchants Bank for the purpose of funding the remediation 
(non-giound water remediation) v·:ork necessaf)' upon the Subject property~ and 
for n·o other purpose; and 

WHEREAS, Farmers and Merchants Bank, in funding the purchase pricc 
to Greve for the acquisition_ of the Subject Property and providing the 
Remediation line, has also required that Greve make Available a fund of up to 
Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to be utilized, as needed, for the 
purpose of funding ground water remediation work necessary upon the Subject 
Property ("Ground VVater Remediation"), and which A.ngeies has agreed to help 
satisfy by making a third party pledge of a certificate of deposit in the amount of 
One Hundred Thousand DoHars ($100.000.00) to secure payment of one-ha!f of 
the costs of Ground VVater Remediation rcertlficate of Deposif'); and 

WHEREAS, Farmers and Merchants Bank. in funding the purchase price 
to Greve for the acquisition of the Subject Property and providing the 
Remediation Line, has required that debits to the Remediation line and for 
Ground V'Jater Remediation. be subject to its review and approval to insure 
authorized usage; and 

WHEREAS. the parties wish to iurther define the conditions upon which 
disbursements will be made from the Remediation iine; those conditions upon 
whiCh F arrners and Merchants Bank may debit the Certificate of Deposit for the 

t 
t 
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